Armenian Alphabet: Help to Distinguish the
“Look-Alike” (confusing) 12 of the 38 Letters of the Armenian Alphabet

6. Qq 1z gzebra
27. 99 j et

17. 9 & dz (adze)
25. Q¢ ch church

(ch) church
(ts) cats

19. 4 & ch unaspirated ch/j () jet
14 0 & ts unaspirated t5/dz  (dz) adze
21. 8y h hot initial

y Maya medial

y final in monosyllable except verbs
silent final elsewhere

35. & 4 p piano
3. 2 p k kid
34, h o v violin

31. S t stepunaspirated t/d (d) dance

38. & § f fantastic

ARMENIAN ALPHABET
First created in the 5th c. by Mesrop Mashtots.
Eastern Armenian Dialect Transliteration.
(Western Dialect, when different, follows in parentheses).

1. U w a father
2. Rp b boy (p) piano
5 %q g g (k) kid
4 T q d dance () ten
5. bk vye yet initial
e pen medial
e pen initial ki, ku, kup, ku
you are
y  yawn before vowel
6. Qq z zebra
7. BE e pen
8 Lp u focus
9. @@ t ten
10. & 4 zh treasure
1. b p i meet
12. L 1 lap
13. W fu kh German Bach
25. Qs ch church
20. M w p spin unaspirated p/b (b) boy
27. 809 et (ch) church
28. M 1 rolled strongly
29. Uu s sing
30. 1.4 v violin
31 S | stepunaspirated vd (d) dance
32. P p r rolledsoftly
33. 84 ts cafs
34 h o v violin
35. & 4p p  piano
3. » p k kid
37.0 0 0 more
38 ® ¢ f fantastic
COMBINATIONS
1wy ay Maya, my hi pie initial, medial
ai _final monosyllabic words except verbs
a ] father other final positions
2. ny ooy phooey before consonants
oy  boy before vowels
oy  boy final, monosyllabic nouns
o more other final positions
3. nL 00 boot
v violin before vowels

14 0 & ts  unaspirated ts/dz (dz) adze
15, Wy k  skip unaspirated k/g  (g) go
16. 44 h  hot

17. 9 & dz (adze) (ts) cats

18. 1. q gh Parisian French Paris
19. 8 & ch unaspirated ch/j () jet

20 U f m meet

21. 8y h hot initial
y  Maya medial
y final in monosyllable except verbs
silent final elsewhere

22 Uw n  nut
23. G, sh shine

24, N vo yortex initial except before o
o more initial position before |
0  more elsewhere

u  boot in some names as Shushi

4 po yoo cute (French/une) before consonant
iv  weave elsewhere
u  cute in some names, as Suni
iu  cute (French /une) in some names as

Siunik
5 bw ya vard
6. yu ya yard
7. kn Yo  yoke
8 ko yo yoke
9. Jno YOO Mth
10. Enc yoo youth
11. . yev Russian Yevgeny ‘“yev” means “and”

STRESS falls on last full syllable

Note: The Eastern Dialect has five unaspirated conso-
nants, #s 14, 15, 19, 26, and 31, distinguished here by an
under-dot. Each may be viewed as an in between sound,
e.g. #26 is in between p and b, “p/b,” as in spin. The
more strongly rolled r, #28, is distinguished here from
r #32 by an under-dot. Eastern and Western Armenian
are the two modern literary languages. There are many
spoken dialects. Our transliterations are in Eastern,
though some songs have western elements (vocabulary,
grammar). Pronunciation can differ. Also, in practice,
some words are not pronounced exactly phonetically.
Among these are yerg, “yerk,” and aghjik, “akbjik.”



